Sokol v iinoru 1948

V Gnoru 1948 vedeni Ceskoslovenské obce sokolské odmitlo vytvareni akénich
vyborl. Na vyhrocenou politickou situaci ale zareagovalo az v okamziku, kdy byl
mocensky boj uz prakticky rozhodnut. Dopoledne 25. (inora 1948 se v TyrSove domé
seSlo za vedeni starosty Antonina Hrebika mimoradné predsednictvo, které schvalilo
poselstvi prezidentu BeneSovi, ve kterém ho sokolstvo ujistovalo svou oddanosti

a vernosti. V této dobé uvnitf organizace vrcholily spory o to, zda ma Sokol zustat
nadstranicky nebo se ma aktivné zapojit do politickeho déni. Po komunistickém
prevratu doSlo preci jen k vytvoreni akénich vybord a ke jmenovani nového vedeni,
ze kterého byli odstranéni odptirci KSC. Staronovym starostou se stal Josef Truhlat.
Na konci anora novy rezim vyhlasil vznik ,obrozené” Jednotné télovychovné
organizace Sokol. Jeji ¢innost vsak fidil komunisticky Statni arad pro télesnou
vychovu a sport. V atmosfére vrcholicich priprav na XI. vSesokolsky slet prichazela
pro demokraticky smyslejici sokoly rana za ranou. 10. brezna 1948 byl nalezen
ministr zahraniénich véci a Clen Sokola Jan Masaryk mrtev pod oknem koupelny
sveho bytu. O tom, Ze byl zavrazdén komunisty, dnes pochybuje stale mensi cast
odborné 1 laické verejnosti.

7. Cervna 1948 abdikoval prezident Edvard Benes$ a jeho nastupcem se stal Klement

Gottwald.

1. Zasedani vyboru Ceskoslovenské obce sokolské v TyrSové domé v prosinci 1947

2. 25. 1. 1948 shledli clenove vlady v Tyrsove domé ukazky z pripravovanych skladeb
XI. sletu

3. Smrt Jana Masaryka byla tézkou ranou pro veskeré demokraticky smyslejici
obyvatelstvo

4. Sokolové stali Cestnou straz u rakve Jana Masaryka

5. Tvari pripravovaného sletu se na jedné z podob plakatu stal nacisty zavrazdény
Frantisek Pechacek

6. Staronovy starosta Ceskoslovenské obce sokolské Josef Truhlgr

Sokol in February 1948

In February 1948, the Czechoslovak Sokol Society leadership refused to establish
action committees. However, it responded to the escalating political situation only
when the fight for power had been virtually decided. On the morning of 25 February
1948, an emergency presidium led by Mayor Antonin Hrebik met at Tyr$'s House and
approved the message for President Benes in which the Sokol Movement affirmed its
allegiance and loyalty. At that time, disputes within the organisation concerning
whether to remain non-party oriented or to get actively involved in political events
culminated. After the communist coup d’état, action committees were created and
a new management was appointed to exclude Communist Party opponents. Josef
Truhlar was re-elected Mayor. At the end of February, the new regime declared the
establishment of a “revived” United Sokol Sports Organisation. However, its activity
was controlled by the communist State Department for Physical Education and
Sports. In the atmosphere of the preparations for Slet XI, democratic Sokol members
had to face escalating adversities. On 10 March 1948, Jan Masaryk, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and a Sokol member, was found dead below the bathroom window

of his flat. Increasing numbers of people today, both from the professional and lay
public, believe that he was killed by the communists.

On 7 June 1948, President Edvard Benes abdicated and Klement Gottwald took
office.

1. Meeting of the (zechoslovak Sokol Society committee at Tyrs’s House in
December 1947
2. 0n 25 January 1948, government members watched pieces prepared for Slet XI
at Tyrs's House
3. The death of Jan Masaryk was a grave wound for all democratically-oriented citizens
4. Sokol members took the guard of honour by Jan Masaryk’s coffin
5. Frantisek Pechacek, killed by the Nazis, became the face of the Slet in one
of the posters
6. Josef Truhlar, the re-elected Mayor of the Czechoslovak Sokol Society
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