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Sokol a politicke strany
mezivalecného Ceskoslovenska

Mezi pfedstaviteli politického Zivota mezivaleéného Ceskoslovenska byla cela fada
sokolu. Napriklad ve volbach v roce 1929 bylo do poslanecké snémovny zvoleno

67 sokolt a do senatu 32 ¢lenl sokolskych jednot. Na seznamu sokold - poslancu

z roku 1929 nalezneme predsedu vlady Frantiska Udrzala, ministra zahranici Edvarda
Benese a dalsi vyznamna jména - Rudolfa Berana, Emila Frankeho, Milana Hodzu, Karla
Kramafe, Jana Malypetra, Juraje Slavika, Antonina Svehlu. Sokolové tedy nebyli bez
vlivu. OvSem tézko se da hovorit o sokolské lobby. Vétsina celnych politikt byla pouze
fadovymi ¢leny Ceskoslovenské obce sokolské.

Vedeni Ceskoslovenské obce sokolské i Elenstvo sokolskych jednot za prvni republiky
rezolutné odmitalo komunismus a Komunistickou stranu Ceskoslovenska: ,,S touto
stranou se zasadné rozchazime v otazce demokratismu. Komunisté hlasaji diktaturu
proletariatu...A to se prici demokratismu. Mimo to komunistim nezalezi na trvani
republiky, jsou posud prilis ovladani komunismem ruskym®. Z tohoto stanoviska s gl ol St - S
vychazel zakaz clenstvi komunistd v sokolskych jednotach. Dalsi totalitni smér Ceské * 2 ' 4 ﬂ! B Sl s Sumavska v Kistovech

politiky, fasismus, odmitli sokolové v roce 1926 podobné jako komunismus. ot - a ¥ N rﬁ’ o il VKot a4 pEosince 1925
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1. Slavnostni pravody Prahou, které byly pravidelnou soucasti vsesokolskych sletd,
se stavaly dostavenickem politické elity statu. Na balkoné Staroméstské radnice
se sesla 1 v roce 1920

2. Prezident 1. G. Masaryk prichazi 21. 6. 1920 na I. slet sokolského dorostu

3. Slavnostniho privodu se pri VII. vSesokolském sletu v ¢ervenci 1920 ucastnili
1 general Jan Syrovy a Vlastimil Tusar

4. V rémci VIII. vSesokolského sletu predal prezident Masaryk 4. 7. 1926 ve Spanélském
sdle Ceskoslovenské obci sokolské novy prapor

5. V zavéru roku 1926 se Ceskoslovenskd obec sokolskd jasné vyhranila vici Ceskému
fasismu

6. 9. 5. 1929 se prezident Masaryk setkal v Tyrsové domé se sokolskym druzstvem
pred jeho zajezdem do USA

Sokol and the Political Parties of
Czechoslovakia between the Wars :

Many of the political representatives in interwar Czechoslovakia were Sokol members.
For example, 67 Sokol members were elected for the Congress and 32 Sokol Union 5 3.
members were elected for the Senate in 1929. Sokol members who were MPs from 1929
include Prime Minister FrantiSek Udrzal, Minister of Foreign Affairs Edvard BenesS and
other prominents - Rudolf Beran, Emil Franke, Milan Hodza, Karel Kramar, Jan Malypetr,
Juraj Slavik, and Antonin Svehla. The Sokol members had great influence in those

days. But we cannot speak of a Sokol lobby. The majority of the leading politicians

were only ordinary members of the Czechoslovak Sokol Society. The management of the
Czechoslovak Sokol Society, as well as members of the individual Sokol unions, decisively
rejected communism and the Czechoslovak Communist Party: “We are fundamentally

at variance with this Party when it comes to democracy. The communists declare the
dictatorship of the proletariat... And that is against the principles of democracy. In
addition, the communists do not care about the perseverance of the Republic; they are
influenced by Russian communism too much.” This opinion was also the basis for a ban
on communism 1n Sokol unions. In 1926, the Sokol movement also rejected another
totalitarian direction of Czech politics - fascism.
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1. Festive processions through Prague that were a reqular element of Sokol Slets became
a place for the political elite of the state. Prominent politicians also met
on the balcony of the Old Town City Hall 1n 1920

2. President 1. G. Masaryk at the first slet of the Sokol youth on 21 June 1920

3. General Jan Syrovy and Vlastimil Tusar participated in the procession at Sokol Slet VII
in July 1920

4. President Masaryk handed over a new flag to the (zechoslovak Sokol Society
at the Spanish Hall on the occasion of Sokol Slet VIII on 4 July 1926

5. At the end of 1926, the (zechoslovak Sokol Society clearly distanced itself from
(zech fascism

6. On 9 May 1929, President Masaryk met a Sokol team prior to its trip to the U.S. at Tyrs’s House





