Vybaveni kuryri Josefa Ludvika a Vladimira Palmy. zdroj: ABS
Couriers fosef Ludvik and Vladimir Palma's equipment,

Cinnost kuryri

Kuryti, terminologii Statni bezpeénosti ,agenti-chodci’, byli rezimem oznactovani za diverzanty, vrahy a teroristy. S jakym cilem byli vlastné
do Ceskoslovenska vysilani?

Kuryti byli ¢asto ziskdvani v uprchlickych taborech. Absolvovali postupné se zdokonalujici vycvikové kurzy ve viech potifebnych znalostech
a dovednostech. Byli vybaveni ndstroji a pomiickami pro pfechod hranice, pro pohyb v terénu; penézi a falesnymi osobnimi dokumenty
k pohybu ve vnitrozemi. Ne kaZdy kuryr byl vybaven osobni zbrani.

Jednou z nejbéznéjsich funkei kuryrt bylo pfevadéni pres hranici. Prevadeli prileZitostné, ale casto byli vysilani pro vybrané uprchliky.
Nekteri se specializovali na prevadeni dal$ich kuryri.

Kuryti prenaseli do Ceskoslovenska vzkazy, instrukee, vysilaci stanice, letdky. Cvitili radisty z vybranych spolupracovniki v Ceskoslovensku.
Ziskavali ke spolupréci obéany jako primarni zdroje informaci &i jejich sbérate. Ziskavali je jako radisty, pfechovavatele nebo spojky. Bu-
dovali mrtvé schranky, které slouzily predavani zprav.

K pouziti zbrani dochazelo prakticky vyhradné v sebeobrané.

Kuryfi nebyli povéfovani organizaci ozbrojeného domaciho odboje. Vrazda tii funkcionaiia Narodniho vyboru v Babicich 2. éervence 1951 byla
svévolnou akei kuryra Ladislava Malého. Maly, krycim jménem Rudolf Laco, byl kuryrem Moravcovy skupiny pfi americké zpravodajské
sluzhé. Do Ceskoslovenska odesel bez védomi svych nadfizenych.

Akei s vyjimeénym politickym dopadem bylo zachyceni povéstného dopisu ,Velkému metafi®, na jeho# zakladé byl zatten Rudolf Slansky
a hyla zah4jena rozs4hla istka v KSC vrcholici procesem proti tzv. protistatnimu spikleneckému centru. Tento dopis 9. listopadu 1951 pfinesl
ze zahranici kuryr Rudolf Neveceral. Piedal jej ale Statni bezpecnosti, protoze byl soutasné agentem StB.

Dopis ,Velkému metaii“ obsahoval nabidku zajisténi odchodu do emigrace. Exilovi zpravodajci ze skupiny Franti$ka Moravce patrné nerealné
predpokladali, e Slansky méa v KSC problémy a bude mit o emigraci z4jem. Spojka Daniela Katikovska se ale ani nepokusila dopis doruéit

jej. Slansky nemél o nabidce ponéti. Piesto byl dopis ,Velkému metati* jednim z hlavnich dikazh pti Slanského zatéeni 24. listopadu

Kuryr Frantidek Kroc (*1924) hyl vysléan do Ceskoslovenska patrné celkem tytikrat. P¥i poslednich dvou cestach v #jnu a v listopadu 1951
piipravoval pfevedeni do zahrani¢i Jany Horakové (dcery Milady Horakové) a dal$ich osob pies Zapadni Berlin. Pro tento ucel byl vybaven
fale3nymi osobnimi doklady NDR a nastroji pro zhotovovani dokladd. V poloviné listopadu 1951 byl ale zatéen, aniZ byl pokus o pfevedeni
uskutecnén. Krocovi spolupracovnici v Chabarovicich byli infiltrovani agentem StB.

Franti$ek Kroc byl odsouzen 12. 1. 1952 Statnim soudem v Praze na doZivoti. Trest mu soud zménil v roku 1955 na 25 let.

Pusobenim kuryru ¢eskoslovenské vétve britské zpravodajské sluzby na Brnénsku vznikla ve druhé poloviné roku 1950 sit spolupracovniki.
Zabyvala se zejména ziskdvanim zpravodajskych informaci, jejich odesilanim kuryrni cestou nebo pomoci vysilatek a pfevadénim osob

za hranice. Vidéi osobnosti byl kuryr Jan Brejcha - ,Tomas Oliva“. Kviili hrubym chybam v utajeni byla sit na podzim 1950 rozbita a jeji
tlenové odhaleni a tvrdé postiZeni. P#i zatykani v Modficich 26. ¥ijna 1950 se v bezvychodné situaci smrtelné postrelil kuryr Josef Kolisko -
JKafka“. Bylo zatteno nejméné 64 osob. V nasledujicich procesech byl pfislusnik SNB Leopold Dolezal odsouzen k trestu smrti a u ostatnich
byli vyneseny dlouholeté tresty vézeni. Akce méla skryté pokratovani - jeden z aktéri, radista Jaroslav Hajda, byl Statni bezpecnosti utajené
zatcen, pfeverbovan a vyslan jako provokatér odhalovat dalsi spolupracovniky britské zpravodajské sluzby na severni Morave. Jako radista
vedl pod kontrolou StB jeji 1idajné prvni radiohru, kterou StB nazvala ,Sachov4 hra“. Plisohil v této roli do b¥ezna 1952, kdy hyl z ptipadu vy-
veden (StB inscenovala jeho udajnou smrt). Hajdovi pomocnici byli pozatykdni a po tvrdém vySetfovani StB odsouzeni k dlouholetym trestim
vézeni.

Pistole byval¢ho pFisluénika SNB a kuryra Josefa Ludvika (1912) popraveného v roce 1952, zdraj: ABS
The pistol that belonged to former SNB member and courier Josef Ludvik (1912), executed in 1952.

Couriers’ activity

Samopal byvalého vojina pohranitni straze a kuryra Vladimira Palmy (1927) popravenc¢ho v roce 1952. zdrof: ABS
The machine gun that belonged to former Board Guard Private and courier Vladimir Palma (1927), executed in 1952.

Couriers, termed “agent-walkers” by the State Security Service (StB), were referred to as subversion agents, murderers, and terrorists on the
part of the regime. What was the actual objective with which they were sent to Czechoslovakia?

Couriers were often recruited from refugee camps. They participated in successive perfecting training courses in all necessary proficiencies
and faculties. They were equipped with tools and aids for crossing the border and navigating the landscape, and money and false ID docu-
ments for operating domestically. Not every courier had a personal weapon.

One of the couriers’ most common functions was cross-border guiding. They performed this service occasionally, but were often sent for se-
lected refugees. Some couriers specialized in guiding other couriers.

Couriers brought messages, instructions, transmission sets, and leaflets to Czechoslovakia. They trained radio operators from among selected
collaborators in Czechoslovakia. They recruited citizens for cooperation as the primary sources or collectors of information, as radio opera-
tors, accommodators, or intermediaries. They set up dead drops for forwarding messages.

Weapons were used virtually only in self-defense.
Couriers were not authorized to organize armed domestic resistance. The murder of three National Committee officials in Babice on 2 July 1951
was a self-willed act of the courier Ladislav Maly. Maly, AKA “Rudolf Laco,” was a courier from Moravee's group under the patronage of the

US intelligence service. He left for Czechoslovakia without the knowledge of his superiors.

The capturing of the famed letter “To the Big Street Sweeper” was an operation with exceptional political implications that resulted in the
arrest of Rudolf Slansky and extensive purges within the Communist Party, culminating in the trial against the so-called “anti-state conspiracy

center”. Courier Rudolf Neveceial brought the letter, dated 9 November 1951, from abroad and gave it to the StB, as he was also an StB agent.

The letter “To the Big Street Sweeper” contained an offer to arrange for immigration. Exiled intelligence staff from Frantisek Moravec's group
probably expected - unrealistically so - that, faced with problems within the Czechoslovak Communist Party (KSC), Slansky would be inter-
ested in leaving the country. But intermediary Daniela Kankovska did not even attempt to deliver the letter, destroying it instead. Slansky had
no idea about the offer. Yet the letter “To the Big Street Sweeper” was a chief piece of evidence underlying Slansky's arrest on November 24,
1951.

Courier FrantiSek Kroc (*1924) was probably sent to Czechoslovakia four times. On his last two trips in October and November 1951, he pre-
pared for the transport of Jana Hordkova (Milada Horakova's daughter) and other persons from the country via West Berlin. For this purpose,
he was equipped with false DDR ID documents as well as tools for forging documents. He was arrested in mid-November 1951, before ever actu-
ally attempting to guide the refugees over the border. Kroc's collaborators in Chabatovice were infiltrated by an StB agent.

The State Court in Prague sentenced Frantidek Kroc for life on January 12, 1952. The sentence was amended to 25 years in 1955.

The activities of couriers from the Czechoslovak branch of the British intelligence service in the Brno area resulted in the creation of a net-
work of collaborators in the latter half of 1950. The network obtained information, sent it via couriers or radio transmitters, and guided people
over the border. Courier Jan Brejcha, AKA “Tomas Oliva,” was its leading personality. The network was destroyed due to gross security mis-
takes in Autumn 1950, and its members were disclosed and punished severely. Courier Josef Kolisko, AKA “Kafka,” shot himself dead in a
hopeless situation during his arrest in Mod#ice on October 26, 1950. At least 64 people were arrested. Following the ensuing trials, National
Security Corps (SNB) member Leopold Dolezal was executed and others sentenced to many years of imprisonment. The project continued se-
cretly - one of the actors, radio operator Jaroslav Hajda, was secretly arrested by the StB, re-recruited, and sent on a mission as a provocateur
to unveil more British intelligence service collaborators in Northern Moravia. Controlled by the StB, he acted as a radio operator and directed
what was allegedly StB's first “radio game,” which it called “A Game of Chess.” He played the role until March 1952, when he was removed
from the case (the StB staged his alleged death). Hajda's helpers were arrested and sentenced to many years’ imprisonment after the StB’s
severe interrogations.

Vystroj kuryra Bohumila Josky. zdrof: ABS
Courier Bohumil Joska's equipment.
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Fotografie kuryra Ladislava Mal¢ho. edra: ABS Kuryr Karel Brabec rozsifoval v Bratislavé letdky. 2droj; ABS
Maly svévolné zavrazdil 2. tervence

1951 ¥ funkcionaie v Babicich,

Courier Ladislay Maly's photograph.

Maly wilfully murdered three officials in Babice on July 2, 1951.

Courier Karel Brabec distributed leaflets in Bratislava.
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Mrtva schranka zaloZena kuryrem Janem Ho$kem.
Dead drop set up by courier Jan Hosek.
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Karikatura z Dikobrazu, rok 1950.
A Dikobraz cartoon from 1950.
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Fotografie zahrani¢niho vyeviku v piekonavani hraniénfho zatarasu. zdroj: ABS
Photograph from the couriers’ training abroad - crossing the border barricade.

Ukdzka letaki zabavenych kuryram.
A sample of leaflets seized from couriers.



