Fotografie kuryra Miroslava Vaji z vySetiovaciho spisu StB. zdroj: ABS
Courier Miroslav Vaja's photographs from the StB case file.

Specialni formy prekonavani statni hranice

Kromé cesty pésky pies hranici existovala cesta stavajicimi dopravnimi prostfedky: vlakem &i fiéni lodi, dale pak samostatné pies vodni
nebo vzduchem.

Preprava kuryri balonem byla nékolikrat vyzkou$ena v letech 1952-1954. Vycvik pilotii balonti probihal v nékolika kurzech v pribéhu roku
1953 na letecké zakladné RAF v Cardingtonu u Bedfordu ve Velké Britdnii. Vycviteno mohlo takto byt celkem asi deset piloti z fad
ceskoslovenskych kuryri pro britskou i americkou zpravodajskou sluzbu.

Uskutetnilo se asi &tyti a% sedm letti do Ceskoslovenska. Prvni doloZeny byl v &ervnu 1953, posledniv srpnu 1954. Prvni let byl tispésny. Kuryr
britské zpravodajské sluZzby Miroslav Vaja (1932-1977) pfistal vnoci 8. ¢éervence 1953 u Plzné a 13. Eervence 1ispé$né piekonal zataras zpét do
Rakouska. Na dalsi misi byl v ¥ijnu 1953 vysldn pozemni cestou, ale pri pokusu prekonat hranice byl zadrzen ceskoslovenskou pohrani¢ni
strazi. V bieznu 1954 byl odsouzen ke dvaceti letiim vézeni, propustén byl roku 1964.

Posledni znamy pripad skonéil tragicky. Dne 13. srpna 1954 byly na kopci Kogi¢ak u obce Krasna Hora na Sedléansku nalezeny mrtvoly dvou
muzil spolu s vystroji prozrazujici jejich posldni a falesnymi doklady na jména FrantiSek Malec a Karel Blazek. Oba zahynuli na nasledky padu
z vysky. Pravé piijmeni ,Frantiska Malce* znélo Jakoubg, skute¢né jméno ,Blazka“ nezname.

Na misi je vyslala zpravodajska skupina generala Franti$ka Moravce. Do rukou StB se tenkrat dostalo veSkeré bohaté vybaveni, mj. vysilatka
¢i zpravodajské instrukce. Samotny balon pak byl nalezen u Vlasimi. Pri¢ina havarie neni zcela ziejma, patrné se nahodou ¢i omylem uvolnila
platéna gondola a posadka se ztitila.

Podle letového planu a mapy nalezenych na misté nestésti StB usoudila, Ze balon byl vypustén 13. 8. 1954 v 01.32 asi 1 km zapadné od obce
Hannesried v Bavorsku, cca 5 km od ¢s. statni hranice. Kuryii preletéli hranici ve vysce 2250 metrt, ale v 03.50 pfi pfistavani u Krasné Hory
zahynuli. Let méfil zhruba 120 km.

V roce 1952 hyli patrné néktef kury#i vysazovéni v Ceskoslovensku pomoci padakii.
Neéktefi kuryti pfekonavali ojedinéle hranici pies feky Dyji, Moravu nebo Dunaj.

V roce 1951 pieplavaval Dunaj Karel Brabec (1918-1993). Skafandr od CIC siupravil. Nepouzival jej k potapéni, ale jen pro plavani ve studené
vodeé na velkou vzdalenost. Statni bezpec¢nosti pfiznal pét cest, iidajneé jich bylo deset. Zatten byl v Bratislave 30. prosince 1951 pii roznaseni
letakil. Brabec byl odsouzen na 17 let vézeni. PouZiti skafandru Brabcem bylo jen vylep3enim jeho jiZz vyzkou$eného zplisobu pfekonavani
hranice.

0 nékolik let pozdé&ji ale prokazatelng CIC (Moravcova skupina) cvitila své agenty pro piechdzeni hranice pfes vodu s potapééskym vy-
bavenim: skafandrem, dychacim pfistrojem. V rameci mnohostranného vycviku ve Skole DELTA v Dieburgu byl provadén i vodni vycvik.
Spotival v nacviku pfekonavani vodnich toka pomoci gumovych ¢lunti, plavani a potapéni na Rynu a Mohanu. Agenti se cvitili v plavani 50
cm pod hladinou, udrzovani stejné hloubky, zalehnuti na dné.

Dal$im kuryrem prechazejicim hranici pfes vodu byl délnik Jozef Mikus, nar. 20. dubna 1931 v Sulekové v okrese Hlohovec. Do Rakouska emi-
groval 6. bfezna 1949. Od roku 1952 byl ¢lenem Slovenského osvobozovaciho vyboru. Miku$ byl ochoten zapojit se do ozbrojeného boje proti
komunistiim za federalizovanou Evropu. V dubnu 1954 byl ziskan v Linci CIC jako pFevadés do CSR.

Byl ziskan k zjisténi pfechodového kanélu na soutoku Dyje a Schifart (Kyjovka?), kde nebyl zataras piiveden aZ k fece. Koncem kvétna 1953
provedl prizkum, v srpnu 1953 zalozil u Kt tfi mrtvé schranky. Potatkem dubna 1954 dostal k prechodiim gumovy oblek. Byl ¢aste¢né nafuko-
vaci, kuryr se pohyhoval 8lap4anim ve vods. Na chodidlech byly kapsy, kterymi zabiral. Devétého Fjna 1954 dostal tkol jit do CSR zaloZit
mrtvou schranku a pievést kuryra ,Jana“. Byl vybaven obtanskym pritkazem na jméno Jan Markovi¢. Po plilnoci 10. fijna 1954 byl asi 50 metri
za zatarasem na Slovensku zadrzen. Ve vazbé kontrarozvédky v Praze-Bubenti se pokusil 28. f¥ijna 1954 netispésné o uték. Pti vySetfovani se
choval state&né a snaZil se zapirat.

Dne 9. bfezna 1955 byl Jozef Mikus odsouzen Krajskym soudem v Nitfe za velezradu a vyzvédac¢stvi na 20 let.

Fotografie britského operatniho balonu, ktery pouZil Miroslav Vaja.  zdroj: aBs
A photograph of the British operations balloon used by Miroslav Vaja.

Celkovy pohled na napustény balon

Fotogralie Vajova balonu, ktery neffzeny pFistal na Slovensku.
A photograph of Vaja's balloon, which landed in Slovakia uncontrolled.

Special methods of crossing the border

Apart from walking, there were other possible ways to cross the border, using existing means of transport: train, riverboats, or via waterway
or air.

Courier transport using balloons was tested several times between 1952 and 1954. Several balloon pilot training courses were held at the RAF
airbase in Cardington near Bedford, UK, in 1953. Some ten pilots recruited from the ranks of Czechoslovak couriers could have been trained
for British and US intelligence services.

Between four and seven flights to Czechoslovakia took place. The first one to be documented took place in June 1953, the lastin August 1954.
The first flight was successful. British intelligence service courier Miroslav Vaja (1932-1977) landed near Pilsen during the night of July 8,
1953. On July 13, Vaja successfully crossed the border entrenchment on his way back to Austria. He was sent on another mission by ground in
October 1953, but was caught by Czechoslovak horder guards while trying to cross the border. He was sentenced to twenty years’ imprison-
ment in March 1954, and released in 1964.

The last known case ended tragically. On August 13, 1954, two men's bodies, along with equipment betraying their mission and false docu-
ments in the names of Franti$ek Malec and Karel Blazek, were found on the Koé¢i¢ék hill near Krasna Hora village in the Sedléany area. Both
died as a consequence of falling from a height. The real surname of “Frantisek Malec” was Jakoubé; we do not know “Blazek’s” real name.

General Frantisek Moravec's intelligence group had sent them on the mission. The State Security Service (StB) gained possession of their full
equipment, including a transmitter and instructions for intelligence work. The balloon was found near Vlagim. The cause of the accident is
not quite clear; the cloth basket probably loosened by accident or mistake and the crew fell to the ground.

Based on the flight plan and map found on the accident scene, the StB concluded that the balloon had taken off about 1 km west of Hannesried,
a village in Bavaria, some 5 km away from the Czechoslovak border, at 1:32 am on August 13, 1954. The couriers crossed the horder at an alti-
tude of 2,250 m, and died at 3:50 a.m. while landing near Krasna Hora. The flight measured approximately 120 km.

Some couriers probably landed in Czechoslovakia in 1952 using parachutes.
In rare cases, couriers crossed the border via the Dyje, Morava, or Danube rivers.

Karel Brabec (1918-1993) swam across the Danube several times in 1951. He had modified a Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) diving dress,
which he used not for diving, but for swimming long distances in cold water. He confessed five trips to the 5tB; reportedly he made ten. He
was arrested in Bratislava on 30 December 1951 while distributing leaflets. Brabec was sentenced to 17 years of imprisonment. His use of the
diving suit was just an improvement of his tried and true method for crossing the border.

Several years later, the CIC (Moravec's group) demonstrably trained its agents for crossing borders via water using diving equipment: a diving
suit and aqualung. Water training formed a part of the universal training at the DELTA school in Dieburg. Trainees practiced crossing water-
courses using rubber boats, swimming, and diving on the Rhine and Main. The agents were trained to swim 50 cm below the surface staying
at the same depth, and laying down on the bottom.

Laborer Jozef Mikus (born on 20. April 1931 in Sulekov, District of Hlohovec) was another courier who crossed the border via water. He immi-
grated to Austria on March 6, 1949, and joined the Slovak Liberation Committee in 1952. Miku$ was willing to enroll in an armed war on Com-
munists, for a federalized Europe. The CIC in Linz recruited him as a guide for crossing the Czechoslovak border in April 1954.

Mikus was recruited to find a border-crossing channel on the confluence of the rivers Dyje and Schifart (Kyjovka?), where the entrenchment
was not installed all the way to the riverbank. He conducted a survey in late May 1953, and set up three dead drops near Kiity in August 1953.
In early April 1954, he received a rubber suit to cross the river. The dress was partly inflatable; the courier moved by treading water. The soles
of his feet were fitted with special fins with which he propelled himself. On October 9, 1954, he received the assignment to go to Czechoslova-
kia to set up a dead drop and bring over courier “Jan". He was equipped with an ID card in the name of Jan Markovi¢. He was caught about 50
m away from the entrenchment in Slovakia after midnight on October 10, 1954. Mikus$ tried to escape from counterintelligence detention in
Prague-Bubenet¢ on October 28, 1954 with no success. He acted bravely during the investigation, attempting to deny.

The regional Court in Nitra sentenced Jozef Mikus$ to 20 years for high treason and espionage on March 9, 1955.

2dmj: ABS Skladaci gondola ,neviditelného® balonu, s nim# havarovali zdroj: ABS
BlaZzek a Jakoubé.
The folding basket of the “invisible” balloon, in which
BlaZek and Jakoubé crashed.

Uprostied snimku je misto, kde byli nalezeni kuryti. 2droj: Prokop Tomek
Vreh Kotigdk u Krasné Hory nad Vitavou. Jrc 2003
The place where the couriers were found Kociédk hill near Krdsnd Hora nad Vitavou.
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Bézna gondola. zdroj: ABS
Kresba V. Kiivohlavého ve vazbé StB.

Standard basket.

Vladislav Kfivohlavy's drawings

made while in StB detention.

Karel Brabec's false ID, in the name of Karel Spacek.

Fotografie vybavy mrtvych kuryri.
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Radiostanice po vyJjmuti z obalu

A photograph of the dead couriers”equipment.

Pohled na misto tragické udalosti u Krdsné Hory nad Vltavou. zdraj: Prokop Tomek
Vlevo za terénni vinou byla nalezena téla kuryri. Pohled od Krasné Hory. Jar 2108

The scene of the tragic incident near Krdsnd Hora nad Vltavou.
The couriers' bodies were found behind a ridge in the land on the left. Viewed from Krdsnd Hora.

Polvrzuie se, o no 1ilo podobence je gobrazenic) I:niil!"hl
prokazy, klerj{6) se pred tradem viasinoruérd podepsal{al.

Falesné doklady Karla Brabee na jméno Karel Spatek.

zdwaj: ABS Obédlka vy$etfovaciho spisu zdroj: ABS
Vladislava Kiivohlavého.

Cover page of Vladislav Kfivohlavy's case file.



