E)o?cumentérni snimek néruéitele
ktery zlstal viset v dratech .

Miroslav Svaton, 22 let, zemiel v dratech zatarasu 16. kvétna 1953 zdraj: ABS
v oblasti Rozvadova. Piechazel hranici patrn@ ve smiéru z Némecka do Cech.

Miroslav Svatoil, age 22, died on the barbed wire of the entrenchment on May 16,
1953 in the Rozvadov area. He was probably crossing the border from Germany
to Czechoslovakia.

Prechody statnich hranic

Prechod statni hranice s Rakouskem a Némeckou spolkovou republikou byl zivotu nebezpetnym podnikem.

Prvni prekazkou byla ostraha hranice. Pohrani¢ni straz existovala od roku 1949 v ramci ministerstva vnitra. Od roku 1950 to byl po sovétském
vzoru vojensky organizovany a vyzbrojeny shor. Pohraniéni straz tvofilo okolo 20 000 distojniki a (od roku 1950) i vojaki zakladni sluzby.

Dalsi pfekazkou byly nastrahy, tvotici ,Zeleznou oponu®.

Do roku 1951 na statnich hranicich Ceskoslovenska neexistovalo signdlni zafizeni nebo nastrahy. V letech 1951-1952 bylo budovéano
tzv. Zenijne technické zabezpeceni hranic:

+ Pred hranitnim zitarasem byla ve vnitrozemi instalovana tzv. nastrazna osvécovadla (svétlice), vystielovana dotykem s natazenym dratem.

» Zataras byl umistén uprostfed deseti az osmnactimetrového priiseku v lesnim porostu podél hranice. Z vnitrozemi k zatarasu priléhal
Sestimetrovy kontrolni orny pas ke zjistovani stop.

* Nejvyznamnéj$im prvkem zabezpeteni byl dratény zataras. V letech 1951-1952 jej tvofila konstrukce z dfevénych kiilti husté propletenych
ostnatym dratem. Zpotatku byl jednosténny a postupné se zvétsil na trojsténny. Dveé krajni stény byly vysoké 160 cm, stiedni pak 220 cm.
0d roku 1952 byla stfedni sténa zatarasu posilena 5-7 voditi z ostnatého dratu s vysokym napétim (2000-6000 voltil). Kromé nebezpeéi smrtel-
ného trazu elektrickym proudem znamenal elektricky zkrat i signal pokusu pfekonat zataras. Elektrifikace zatarasu byla pIné dokoncena

v roce 1956. Pivodni trasa byla v letech 1953-1956 prestavéna a zdokonalena pod dozorem sovétskych poradcii. Proud z draténého zatarasu
byl definitivné vypojen aZ roku 1965.

+ Vletech 1952-1957 byl prostor mezi sténami zatarasu zaminovan naslapnymi nebo nastraznym dratem odpalovanymi péchotnimi minami.
Miny byly odstranény, nebot byly nebezpetné i pro vojaky pohrani¢ni straze.

Vojéci pohraniéni stréZe zastielili na statni hranici 143 osob. Elektricky zataras mél za nasledek smrt téméf jednoho sta lidi. Dva lidé zahynuli
po vybuchu min, fada dal$ich osob byla zranéna, tasto s dozivotnimi nasledky. Celkem si ,zelezna opona“ v Ceskoslovensku vyzadala vice nez
300 obéti.

Komunisticka propaganda vytvatela mytus velkého rozsahu o boji pohraniénikt s teroristy a diverzanty. Skutetnosti je, Ze v letech 1948-1989
zahynulo nejméné 584 vojaki pohranitni straze. Z nich v§ak bylo samotnymi ,narusiteli statni hranice" usmrceno jen 11. Napiiklad 185 vojaki
spachalo sebevrazdu, 243 zemielo na nasledky nejriznéjsich urazi a nehod, na nasledky postfeleni zemfelo 39 vojaki a v souvislosti s ma-
nipulaci s zenijnimi prostiedky ostrahy hranice (iirazy elektrickym proudem, vybuchy min, granati a pi'i manipulaci s trthavinami) zemielo 47 vojaki.

Piekonavani statni hranice v obou smérech lze proto rozdélit na dvé obdobi, ktera déli postaveni Zenijné technického zabezpeteni v pritbéhu
roku 1951.

Do této doby znamenal pfechod hranic p#i vyborné znalosti terénu a sledovéni systému ostrahy hranice nebezpeénou, ale proveditelnou

operaci. Nebylo nutné v podstaté zadné specialni vybaveni.

Po postaveni zatarasu bylo tfeba vytvorit v nem priichod. K tomu slouzily zejména izolované rukavice a klesté. Dale pak bylo tfeba vyhnout
se fadé dal3ich opatieni a nastrah.

Jan Kova¢, udajné kuryr cizi zpravodajské sluZby, $lapl dne 20. za¥ 1953 na minu uprostied zitarasu zdroj: ABS
v prostoru Koutu na Sumavé. Mina mu utrhla nohu a% po kotnik, v bezvychodné situaci se zastielil.

Jan Kovaé, allegedly a foreign intelligence service courier, stepped on a landmine in the middle
of an entrenchment in the Kout area of Sumava on 20 September 1953. The mine separated his foot at the ankle.
Facing a hopeless situation, he shot himself dead.

Crossing the border

Crossing the state borders with Austria and the Federal Republic of Germany was a life-threatening endeavor.

Border security represented the first obstacle. As of 1949, the Border Guard Service operated under the direction of the Ministry of the Interior.
From 1950 on, following the Soviet model, it was an armed force with military organization, consisting of approximately 20,000 officers and
(as of 1950) soldiers fulfilling compulsory service, as well.

The traps forming the “iron curtain” were a further obstacle.

Czechoslovakia’s state border was not set up with any signalling equipment or snares until 1951. The so-called engineering-technical border
security was built between 1951 and 1952:

= Signal flares, actuated by touching on a stretched wire, were installed in front of the border entrenchment, on the domestic side.

* The entrenchment was located in the middle of a ten to eighteen meter-wide clearing hewed in the forest along the horder. A six-meter con-
trol zone of ploughed soil for detecting footprints abutted the domestic side of the entrenchment.

+ The most significant security measure was the barbed wire entrenchment itself. Between 1951 and 1952, it consisted of wooden posts
thickly interwoven with barbed wire. Initially it was made up of a single wall, but it gradually increased to three walls. The two outer walls
were 160 cm high; the inner wall was 220 cm high. From 1952 onwards, the barrier’s middle wall was fitted with 5 to 7 barbed wire conductors
with high voltage (2,000-6,000 volts). Apart from the danger of fatal electrical injury, any short circuit signalled an attempt to cross the en-
trenchment. The barrier's electrification was completed in 1956. The original route was rebuilt and perfected under the supervision of Soviet
consultants between 1953 and 1956. The electricity in the wire barrier was finally switched off in 1965.

» Between 1952 and 1957, the area between the barrier's walls was mined using kick-start or wire-actuated landmines. The mines were re-
moved, as they proved dangerous even for the border guard soldiers.

Soldiers of the Border Guard Service shot 143 people on the state border. The electrified entrenchment caused the deaths of alm ost one hun-
dred people. Two people died of mine explosions; many more people were injured, often with lifelong consequences. Overall, the “iron curtain”
claimed more than 300 lives in Czechoslovakia.

Communist propaganda created the myth of the border guards’ heroic war with terrorists and subversion agents. In fact, at least 584 border
guard soldiers died between 1948 and 1989. Only 11 of these, however, were killed by “state border violators”. For example, 185 soldiers com-
mitted suicide; 243 died of the consequences of various injuries and accidents; 39 soldiers died as a result of heing wounded by firearms, and
47 soldiers died while handling border control equipment (electrical injuries; explosions of mines, grenades, and explosives).

Border crossing in either direction can thus be divided into two periods, separated by the installation of the border security measures
during the year 1951.

Until that time, crossing the border was a dangerous yet feasible operation, subject to excellent knowledge of the landscape and monitoring
of the border guarding system. No special equipment was necessary.

Once the entrenchment had been erected, it was necessary to cut a passage through it. Insulating gloves and pliers were used for this purpose.
Subsequently, it was necessary to avoid a number of further measures and traps.

Kuryr CIC Ferdinand Pavlik byl zadrZen p¥i prostithavani zdtarasu 25. biezna 1953 v oblasti Zelezné Rudy na Sumavé. 2droj: ABS zdroj: ABS
Fotografie byla pofizena pii dobové rekonstrukei a velmi nazorné ukazuje hlavni nastroje kuryra: izolované klesté a gumové

rukavice odolavajici vysokému napéti.

Ferdinand Pavlik, a CIC courier, was caught while cutting through the entrenchment in the Zeleznd Ruda area of Sumava

on 25 March 1953. The photograph was made during the incident’s period reconstruction and shows very clearly the courier’s

main instruments: insulated pliers and rubber gloves protecting him from high voltage.

‘ndzornéné misto,kde byl naruditel ukr

t kteréd pouZil k narufeni

zdrof: ABS

Ukazka zatarash v roce 1955 a 1956. 2droj: ABS
An illustration of the entrenchments in 1955 and 1956.
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Narusitelé postupovali z Rekouska do (GSR.
Kontroln{ orny pds piresli pozpétku.

12. tervna 1952 presli dva kuryti z Rakouska v prostoru Rusovce u Bratislavy. adrof: ABS
Fotografie z dobové rekonstrukee ukazuje kontrolni pas.

Two couriers from Austria crossed the border in the Rusovce area near Bratislava on 12 June 1952.

A photograph from the period reconstruction shows the control zone.



