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Prikaz V. Knotka z dob sluZby v nasi armad@ ve Velké Britanii. zdroj: ABS Ze zpravodajské vybavy V. Knotka, kontaktni adresy. 2draj: ABS Proména V. Knotka v Johna R. Colese. zdroj: ABS

V. Knotek's ID card from his service in the Czechoslovak Army in the UK.

Poéatky

Unor 1948 znamenal potatek zasadnich zmén ve spole&nosti i statu, pro obany pak zasadni existen&ni zmény. Tisice perzekuovanych obganti
a presvedcenych demokratii se s novymi pomeéry nedokazaly ztotoznit. Byli zbaveni své existence nebo nebyli schopni Zit z principialnich
divodt v nové politické situaci. Reakei bylo zapojeni do odboje po vzoru ned4dvno minulé doby nacistické okupace. Vytvérely se skupinky
vyrabejici a roz$ifujici letaky, shromazdujici zbrané a ziskavajici informace. Z obavy pied postihem za tyto aktivity nebo nezévisle na tom se
pak desetitisice obganti rozhodly opustit Ceskoslovensko a odejit do svobodného svéta. Hledali bud novou existenci, nebo se chtéli zapojit do
protikomunistického odboje v zahraniéi.

Zprvu vysilali kuryry do Ceskoslovenska jednotlivei nebo malé skupinky exulantti. Hlavnim tikolem bylo vytvotit spojeni s domovem, pfinaset
terstvé informace, ale také pfevadét pfes hranice rodinné prisludniky a pfatele nebo pfinaset narychlo opu$tény majetek.

Do tfetiho odboje se jako prvni zapojili i¢astnici odboje proti nacistické nadvladé. Jednou z prvnich akei zahrani¢niho odboje byla mise $kpt.
Viclava Knotka (1910 - 1948). Knotek mél zku$enosti z domaciho odhoje i zahraniéniho odboje ve Velké Britanii z doby I1. svétové valky.

Po valce byl zaméstnancem ministerstva vnitra a pfed tinorem 1948 spolupracoval jako zpravodajec s tajemnikem narodné socialistické
strany Vladimirem Krajinou. Hned v unoru 1948 musel uniknout zatéeni Statni bezpetnosti a preSel hranice do Némecka. Na jare zajistil
pievedeni manZelky a &ty déti do Velké Britanie.

Knotek ptijel do Ceskoslovenska vlakem veéer 15. &ervna 1948, s britskym pasem na jméno John Robert Coles. S pomoci paruky, bryli a gu-
movych vlozek do ust se mu podatilo pozménit svoji podobu. Mél v umyslu vybudovat za pomoci dosud existujicich kontakti na
teskoslovenskych titadech informaéni kanal do zahraniéi. Knotek dokonce poéital s vyuZitim tfedniho radiového spojeni ministerstva
zahranitnich véci, do jehoz vysilani mély byt zpravy pro exil zaifrovavany. Jiz druhy den pobytu na tizemi Ceskoslovenska byl ale prozrazen
Statni bezpetnosti jednim ze svych kontakti, Karlem Svobodou. Svoboda byl Knotkovym spolubojovnikem ze zahrani¢niho odboje,
parasutistou vysadku WOLFRAM, po valce se stal ifednikem ministerstva zahraniéi.

V podvecer 16. ¢ervna 1948 byl Knotek na nabrezi u Pravnické fakulty v Praze v prithéhu schiizky se Svobodou zat¢en a prevezen do véznice
Statni bezpecénosti ve Washingtonové ulici. Béhem ptijimaci procedury ve véznici se mu podafilo pouZit jed ukryty v tistech. Knotkova smrt
byla pak Statni bezpeénosti dlouho utajovana. Takto tragicky a netispésne skon¢il snad prvni pokus o zpravedajskou akcei exilu pod britskou
ochranou. Byl poznamenéan chaotickymi popfevratovymi poméry v Ceskoslovensku i patrné nepromyslenou a malo konspirativni piipravou

v zahranici.

From V. Knotek’s intelligence equipment - contact addresses. V. Knotek's transformation into John R. Coles.

The beginning

February 1948 meant the beginning of fundamental changes in society and state. Citizens were in for massive existential changes. Thousands
of persecuted citizens and convinced democrats could not come to terms with the new situation. These pecople were deprived of their existence
or were unable to live in the new political regime for reasons of principle. They responded by getting involved in the resistance - following the
example from their recent past, during the Nazi occupation. Groups formed to produce and distribute leaflets, gather weapons and obtain in-
formation. Fearing punishment for such activities, or even independently of this, tens of thousands of citizens decided to leave Czechoslovakia
for the free world, where they sought a new existence or wanted to participate in the anti-Communist resistance from abroad.

Initially, individuals or small groups of exiles sent their couriers to Czechoslovakia. Their chief task was to establish connection with the
home country, bring fresh information, and lead family members over the border or bring property that had been left behind in haste.

The first participants in the third resistance were veterans of the anti-Nazi resistance. One of the first international resistance projects was
the mission of Staff Captain Vaclav Knotek (1910-1948). Knotek had experience from both domestic and international resistance (in Great
Britain) during World War II. Following the war, he was an employee of the Ministry of Interior, and before February 1948, he cooperated with
the secretary of the National Socialist Party, Vladimir Krajina, as an intelligence officer. As early as February 1948, he had to flee to avoid
arrest by the §tB, crossing the border to Germany. In the spring, he arranged for the transfer of his wife and four children to the UK.

Knotek arrived in Czechoslovakia on a train on 15 June 1948, with a British passport in the name of John Robert Coles. He changed his appear-
ance using a wig, glasses, and rubber mouth inserts. He intended to make use of his existing contacts with Czechoslovak authorities to build
an information channel leading abroad. Knotek even planned to use the radio connection of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, whose transmis-
sions were to contain encrypted messages for exiles. However, one of his contacts, Karel Svoboda, betrayed him to the S$tB on the second day
of his stay in Czechoslovakia. Svoboda was Knotek’s fellow fighter from the international resistance, a member of the WOLFRAM paratroopers
who became an official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs after the war.

Knotek was arrested on an embankment of the Vltava River near Prague's Law Faculty during a meeting with Svoboda, and was taken to the
StB prison on Washingtonova Street in the early evening of June 16, 1948. During the prison entrance procedures, he succeeded in taking
poison hidden in his mouth. The StB kept Knotek's death a secret for a long time afterwards. Thus what might have been the very first attempt
at an intelligence action on the part of exiles under British protection ended tragically and unsuccessfully. It suffered from the chaotic post-
coup situation in Czechoslovakia as well as not very well thought out and underconspired preparation abroad.

Foto z rekonstrukee ddajné vraZdy mjr. Schramma: Po tinoru 1948 vylouceny student Miloslav Choe (nar. 19. 1. 1925) pobyval 2droj: ABS
od 26. bifezna 1948 do 25. dubna 1948 v uprchlickém tdbote v Regensburgu. Vrdtil se ilegalné do Ceskoslovenska s odbojovymi

a kuryrnimi tikoly. Dne 27. kvétna 1948 mél v Praze spdchat atentat na funkciondfe UV KSC Augustina Schramma.

Choc byl 25. listopadu 1948 odsouzen Kk trestu smrti a 19. dnora 1949 popraven. Fotografie pochazi z rekonstrukee atentdtu Stani

bezpeénosti, vpravo Miloslav Choe.

Photo from the reconstruction of Major Schramm's alleged murder: Miloslav Choc (born on Jan. 19, 1925), a student expelled after Febru-
ary 1948, lived in an exile camp in Regensburg from March 26, 1948 to April 25, 1948. He returned to Czechoslovakia illegallywith resis-
tance and courier assignments. On May 27, 1948, he allegedly assassinated Augustin Schramm, an official of the Communist Party'’s Cen-
tral Committee. Choc was sentenced to death on November 25, 1948 and executed on February 19, 1949. The photograph is from the as-
sassination reconstruction staged by the StB. Miloslav Choc is on the right.

Vzorky
Satu a pradla neznameé mrtvoly

muze — zeny

nalezené dne v

| Poznédmka: Od kaZdé &sti odévu mrivoly vezmdte vzorek velikosti étverce, piipev-
| néte na kartu a nad néj do mensiho prostoru -udejte, odkud byl vzorek odiat.
| Znacky pradla museji byti v kaZdém pfipadé zajistény. (V pFipadé pot¥eby je moz-
K no poukiti vice politek pro jeden vzorek.)
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Fotografie mrivého V. Knotka. 2draj: ABS

Photograph of the dead V. Knotek.



