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Komup isty v ﬁesknslovensku 25 1anora 1948 1ze The moment that the Communists took over the reins in Czechoslo-
apa mmm ]me ]ak datum zahajeni pro UG IH'GLGEN  vakia on February 25, 1948 may be understood, among other
UﬂhU]B. ]1ste neni zadnym ta]emstvnn, Ze se naném pudilely zapad- | things, as the beginning of the anti-Communist resistance. It is no
VD T 16 1 L1 6 P T AT A G VAR TS I £1 VAl 11 P8 secret that Western non-Communist powers participated in this re-
ohrozenych realne ci teoreticky Sovétskym svazem a vznikajicim sistance, which combined the interests of Czechoslovak exiles
systémem jeho satelitii. : with the interests of the countries facing supposed or real threat ==

from the Soviet Union and its nascent system of satellites.
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On the Cold War Front - Czechoslovakia 1948 - 1956
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Protikomunisticky odboj, nazyvany v Cesko- slovensku odbojem f:";‘j
“tretim”, je chapan (pokud je viibec akceptovan) jako konkrétni The anti-Communist resistance, called the “third resistance” in &
aktivni ozbrojené, zpravodajské nebo sabotazni akce v obdobi let Czechoslovakia, is understood (if it is accepted at all) as concrete F5g.
1948-1956. Aktéry byly 2z vlastni wile desetitisice armed, intelligence or sabotage operations between the years f;;.
c¢eskoslovenskych obcanti, Zijicich na 1izemi statu, nebo 1948-1956. The participants were tens of thousands of Czechoslo- s
uprchlikii. V radé pripadi vznikal tento odboj zcela nezavisle vak citizens, either living on state territory or in exile, who acted [-!:

a spontanné jako reakce na teror rozpoutany komunisty proti of their own will. In many cases, the resistance formed indepen-

jinak smyslejicim. Pokud byl tento odboj néjak organizovan, jed- dently and spontaneously, in response to the terror the Commu-

nalo se o rizeni nékolika neprilis koordinovanymi stredisky nists were unleashing against those who thought differently.

v zahranici. b Where this resistance was organized, it was directed by several
| not very tightly coordinated centers abroad.
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#y Hranice Ceskoslovenska mezi Vychodem i Zapadem jej

'#N predurcovala k tomu, aby prave zde probéhly dramatické strety The country’s position between East and West predestined it to

L8  studené valky. Neprerostly v konflikt otevieny, presto maji witness dramatic Cold War clashes. While they did not develop Eﬁ.
S LTH YL GRS R TRATAE T OG BRI A B L CIER B e VA R L) LI into open conflict, they are undoubtedly significant. In recogniz- &*
oA  miZeme poznat i hodnotu jejich obéti. L ing and describing them, we can also come to appreciate their vic- {2
k. | % tims’ value. i‘
Od operaci kur}'n'ﬁ uplynuln JiZ pres padesét let. Stale se ale jedna ¥

0 téema malo znameé, historicky zpracovane jen nahodile. Nejsou More than fifty years have passed since the couriers’ operations,
k thspozml zdaleka vsSechny duklady, a to zejména z archivii but the topic is still little known, and historical science covers it
demokratického svéta. Pfesto je naSi povinnosti pokouSet se ob- only randomly. Many documents are yet to be made available -
jasnit udalosti a nové je definovat. Musime zodpovédét otazky po mostly from democratic countries’ archives. Yet it is our duty to try
vyzna- mu odboje a jeho vysledcich. Musime pripomenout tisice to clarify and redefine what happened. We must answer questions
spoluobéanii véznénych, popravenych nebo zabitych na statnich concerning the significance and accomplishments of the resis-
hranicich, kteri se do boje proti totalitni moci vydali s védomim tance. We must remember the thousands of fellow citizens who
obrovskych rizik pro né samé i jejich blizké. were imprisoned, executed or killed on the border, and who em-
barked on a war against totalitarian power, conscious of the huge
V neposledni radé si touto vystavou pripominame vyro¢i komunis- risks this involved for themselves and their relatives.
tického prevratu v Ceskoslovensku. Ten byl diivodem, proé tisice

nasSich spoluobéanii vedly stateény boj proti totalitni moci. Last but not least, this exhibit reminds us of the anniversary of the
Communist coup d’état in Czechoslovakia - the reason why thou-
Statni bezpecnosti se podarilo podchytit na étyri tisice osob, které sands of our fellow citizens bravely fought the totalitarian power.
se podilely na zpravodajskych operacich jako kuryri, organizatori

v zahraniéi a pomocnici na izemi Ceskoslovenska. The (Communist) Secret Police (StB) succeeded in capturing about
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four thousand people who participated in intelligence operations
K dlouholetym trestiim vézeni bylo odsouzeno asi 250 kuryr. in Czechoslovakia as couriers, organizers abroad and their assis-
12 kuryru bylo popraveno, nejméné 7 zahynulo na hranicich, tants on Czechoslovak territory.

11 zemrelo ve vézeni.

Approximately 250 couriers were sentenced to long-term impris-
Ne vSichni byli ¢itankovi hrdinové. Zili v dobé, ktera kladla na jed- onment. Nineteen couriers were executed, at least seven died on
ince obrovské naroky. Presto riskovali a zaslouZzi si nas respekt. the border, and eleven died in prisons.

Not all of them were textbook heroes. They lived in an era that
placed immense demands on the individual. Yet they took the
risks, and they deserve our respect.



